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A Changed Chureh! 


We all are willing, even anxious, to pray for an 


outpouring of the Holy Spirit on our church and all of 
her activities. 
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= Are we willing to receive this blessing in our own 
hearts? Are we willing to pay the price of completely 
surrendered and Spirit-filled discipleship? 
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In praying for revival let us begin at the right 
place—in our own hearts and lives. 
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EDITORIAL 


Whose Ambassador? 


In the public debate about the appointment of 
Mrs. Clare Booth Luce as ambassador to Brazil 
an underlying factor has been completely over- 


looked. 


Frankly, we doubt the wisdom of appointing a 
woman to such a post. There are so many prob- 
lems involved in an ambassadorship which of ne- 
cessity find their solutions in the realm of the 
world where men, not women, work. There are 
also emotional pressi which women should not 
be called upon te Sear. Furthermore, a wife’s 
place should be n¢ ‘r husband. 


But, if a woma re to hold such a post we 
believe that Mrs. LU could and would do so 
with grace and marked competence. Our sym- 
pathies were therefore largely with her and against 
that barrage of criticism which she faced from 
some members of the Senate. 


But Mrs. Luce is not the issue, nor has her 
resignation met it. 


The issue is this: why should Protestant America 
choose so many Catholics for diplomatic and other 
posts in Roman Catholic Latin America? 


Who are our diplomats supposed to represent, 
America or the country to which they are ac- 
credited? The sending of Roman Catholic officials 
to Latin America actually caters to a corrupt 
dominant religion in those countries and at the 
same time gives a biased view of American values. 


This is not to assail local American Catholics. 
As a matter of fact, having read Mrs. Luce’s own 
statement of her conversion from the decadent 
Protestantism to which she had been exposed and 
her clear affirmation of faith in the atoning work 
and shed blood of Christ, we are convinced that 
she is a true Christian who has had a very real 
conversion experience. 


Where a loyal American Catholic has the par- 
ticular qualifications needed in a particular assign- 
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ment we believe he should receive consideration, 
regardless of his religion. But a study of diplo- 
matic appointments and assignments over a long 
period of years would indicate that Catholics often 
seem to receive preference where Latin America 
is concerned. If America is to be truly represented 
just the opposite should be the case. Mrs. Luce’s 
original appointment as ambassador to Italy is an 
illustration of the problem. 


That the Roman Catholic Church has launched 
ambitious and most efficient training courses in 
some of her larger universities shows the importance 
that Church attaches to these posts. Here men are 
given the finest academic and political training for 
diplomatic work and it is already paying off. 
Protestantism has failed ai this point because too 
few evangelical Christians are led to see the im- 
portance of Christian vocation at this level. 


The fact remains that today America may find 
herself represented by men whose training or choice 
has been in some measure influenced by Roman 
Catholocism. 


It is pertinent to ask: Whose ambassadors are 
they? 


—L.N.B 





Children of the Covenant 


In response to a constructive critique of my 
recent editorial on babies, a fuller statement 
is in order. Christian faith and hope are ground- 
ed on the covenant mercy of God, by which 
He graciously intervened for us and our salva- 
tion once for all in Jesus Christ, and which He 
makes efficacious in the inward working of the 
Holy Spirit — regenerating the hearts and unit- 
ing to Christ in our effectual calling. Accord- 
ingly, baptism is based upon the covenant 


promises of God which are Yea and Amen in 
Christ. 


In order to receive or apprehend this salva- 
tion God requires of us, faith, repentance and 
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the use of the means of grace — the Word, the 
sacrament and prayer. In the case of children 
of the covenant they are included in God's 
promise to be a God unto us and to our seed 
after us. This is confirmed by the record of 
household baptisms in the New Testament and 
the word of the Apostle that the unbelieving 
spouse is sanctified by the believing one so that 
the children of even one believing parent are 
holy in this covenant sense, I Cor. 7:14. Infants 
are baptized, on the promise of God, unto fu- 
ture repentance and faith. By these graces they 
are consciously united to Christ and confess for 
themselves the engagements made for them by 
their parents. 


There is an interesting analogy of this process 
given in Hebrews 11 in the case of Moses. The 
account of his faith begins with a statement that 
he was hidden by his parents when a babe and 
so saved from the commandment of death to 
him enunciated by Pharaoh. This is followed 
by a statement of Moses’ own existential de- 
cision of faith. Thus one may say that by Faith 
God saved the baby Moses from the wrath of 
the King, and also that by Faith God made a 
believing man of Moses. 


Other analogies may be found in the faith 
of Abraham and of Sarah as they laid hold on 
God’s promises for an heir; and of Mary and of 
Joseph in their respective parts in their house- 
hold. It is also interesting to notice the many 
cases in the Gospels in which one person exer- 
cised faith and prayer and another received the 
blessing. In sundry of these examples our Lord 
first tested the faith of the one and then granted 
the blessing to the other: the Syro-Phoenician 
woman for her daughter, Jairus for his daughter, 
the Father at the Mount of Transfiguration for 
His son, Martha and Mary for Lazarus, the four 
friends for the paralytic lowered through the 
roof. These several cases give believing parents 
assurance that when a child of the covenant is 
taken before God before he becomes old enough 
to exercise conscious faith for himself, he is 
saved by the covenant mercy of God, on the 
ground of the finished work of Christ, through 
the regenerating action of the Holy Spirit. 


In such a case the only human means are the 
household of faith and the claiming of the cov- 
enant promises by the parents in baptism. Of 
course, the source of saving grace is not faith 
but God. But neither is the saving grace in the 
case of an adult from faith; for saving faith is 
“the empty hand of the beggar that putteth on 





Christ for salvation”. It is a lifting up of Christ 
to God with both hands crying that He, He 
alone, is my claim, my righteousness, my forgive- 
ness, and my hope. We are kept from finally 
falling away not by the power of our faith, but 
by the graciousness of God, by the wonderful 
fact that His mercies do not ultimately fail 
His people. His mercy is everlasting and His 
truth or faithfulness endures to all generations. 

—W. C. R. 





Some Questions About Sallman’s 
Drawing of the Head of Christ 


With respect and esteem for all persons in- 
volved, and for the highest court of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., which was, wittingly or un- 
wittingly, convened at Agnes Scott College April 
25th, one would ask several questions about the 
feature portion of this evening worship, namely, 
Mr. Warner E. Sallman’s drawing of the Head 
of Christ. These questions are evoked by the 
Confession of Faith, catechism and form of gov- 
ernment which “are accepted by the Presbyterian 
Church as standard expositions of the teachings 
of Scripture in relation to both faith and prac- 
tice”, BCO. 179. In asking these questions it 
should be kept in mind that the drawing took 
place in the context of a worship service con- 
sisting of hymns, prayer, anthem, brief Scrip- 
ture and benediction. Accordingly, the program 
invites examination by the teachings of our 
Standards in reference to worship. 


First, was the drawing of a Head of Christ 
in accord with the interpretation of the second 
commandment by the Larger Catechism, an- 
swer 109, which says that the sins forbidden in 
the second commandment are .. . “the making 
any representation of God, of all, or of any of 
the three Persons . . . in any kind of image or 
likeness of any creature whatsoever; all worship- 
ping of it, or God in it or by it”? The artist de- 
scribed his work as “my testimony to my lovely 
Lord”, and cited in support of his doing this 
Phil. 2:9-11. In this text Jesus receives God’s 
own great name of Lord, even as in the context, 
vs. 6, He is described as being in the form of 
God before His incarnation. Further, the sec- 
retary who later spoke described the work as 
“the portrait of my Lord by which the Spirit 
of God is speaking to us through what the artist 
presented.” 

Secondly, was the giving of the chief part of 
this evening worship to this drawing in accord 
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with the teachings of our Standards as to what 
is and what is not proper to have in Presbyterian 
Worship? The Confession of Faith says that 
“the acceptable way of worshipping the true 
God is instituted by Himself and so limited by 
His own revealed will that He may not be wor- 
shipped according to the imagination and de- 
vices of men, . . - under any visible representa- 
tion or in any way not prescribed in the Holy 
Scripture”, C.F. xxiii. 1 The Larger Catechism 
declares the duty of observing the religious ordi- 
nances God has instituted in His word, prayer, 
thanksgiving, the reading, preaching and hearing 
of the word and the administration of the sac- 
raments, and of keeping the same pure and en- 
tire as well as disapproving and opposing all 
false worship, a.180. It also opposes the adding 
to or taking from the worship God has provided 
in His Word, whether taken up or invented of 
ourselves, or received by tradition from others, 
though under the title of antiquity, custom, de- 
votion, good intent, a.109. Likewise the Book of 
Church Order, par. 10, declares that Christ as 
King has given His Church His system of wor- 
ship “to which things He commands that noth- 
ing be added, and that naught of them be taken 
away.” The first chapter of the Confession 
teaches that the whole counsel of God concern- 
ing all things necessary for His own glory are 
either expressly set down in Scripture or by good 
and necessary consequence may be deduced from 
Scripture; “unto which nothing at any time is 
to be added, whether by new revelations of the 
Spirit, or traditions of men.” par. vi. 

From these citations we understand that God 
reveals His heart, His love, or if one prefer figu- 
rative language, His face in the preaching of 
the Gospel of His grace, in proclaiming Christ 
crucified and risen, and in the proper admini- 
stration of His sacraments. God’s voice is heard 
in the faithful preaching of His Word and His 
saving acts made visible in the sacraments. But 
where in His Word has He authorized the draw- 
ing of a head of Christ as a part of divine wor- 
ship? 

Thirdly, is such a service impressive as it is 
in focussing the senses of sight and hearing up- 
on this visible worship center calculated to lead 
the minds and hearts to the worship center God 
has ordained, namely Christ at the right hand 
of God, the Lamb standing as He had been sac- 
rificed, the High Priest ever living to intercede 
for His people? With the music of such hymns 
as Abide With Me in the distance, with the 
playing of the lights upon the drawing, a great 
impression was brought to bear on the congrega- 
tion. But few people are able to concentrate 
bifocally. In proportion as attention was fo- 
cussed on this visible drawing of the Head of 
Christ was not the eye of faith drawn away from 
the Lamb in the midst of the throne by whose 
intercessions His people receive mercy and grace 
to help in time of need? 


PAGE 4 











The Church of the apostles and the martyrs 
observed the second commandment, and had no 
pictures of the head of Christ in their churches. 
The Synod of Elvira in 306 prohibits the admis- 
sion of sacred pictures on the walls of church 
buildings. Eusebius refused to give Constan- 
tine’s sister a picture of Christ declaring that 
there were none in the churches and that she 
should find Him in the Gospels. 


When representations were later made the 
words of Isaiah, “His visage was so marred more 
than eny man and His form than the sons of 
men”, led to the crucifixes and to the pitiful 
pictures of the taking of Christ down from the 
Cross. Others sought to present the Lord in 
His majesty, as may be seen in the painting of 
the Resurrection in the Vatican and the Panto- 
crator pictures of the East. Dr. Daniel Jenkins 
cf Chicago puts many of the modern pictures in 
still another category, describing them as “‘icons 
of the liberal Jesus.” 


No two painters present the same individual 
as their conception of Jesus. If our Church is 
to accept the pronouncement that Sallman’s head 
of Christ is the portraiture of our Lord, does 
she thereby repudiate the one of “Our Leader: 
the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” by a Louis 
Ja-bor circulated to and by the General Council 
a few years ago? The two persons pictured are 
certainly different. 

—W.C. R. 





Australian Crusade 


Not in this generation has there been a work 
of the Holy Spirit of the magnitude now being 
witnessed in Australia. There are many indications 
that the entire area is being moved mightily. In 
Sydney where a four weeks crusade comes to a 
conclusion on May 10th, the attendance and re- 
sponse have been so far beyond anything witnessed 
in our time that local church leaders and Chris- 
tians find it impossible te describe that which is 
taking place. 


As we go to press a Presbyterian minister called 
from his home in San Francisco to tell something 
of his own experience. He had just returned from 
Sydney and stated that he had himself received a 
profound spiritual blessing and that the stories of 
conversions sound like the day of Pentecost. He 
said that in many Anglican cathedrals the bishops 
and others are now giving invitation for decisions 
at the conclusion of their services, with remarkable 
results, 


We are indebted to Presbyterian Life, official 
organ of the Presbyterian Church in Melbourne 
and Victoria for the following editorial and article 
in the March 6th issue. Since that time Melbourne 
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has been stirred to its depths, New Zealand has 
been reached and now Sydney is seeing an even 
greater work of God than had been experienced 
elsewhere in Australia. 


Dr. Graham’s Crusade 


During the past three weeks Melbourne has 
been deeply stirred by the campaign which Dr. 
Billy Graham and his team have conducted in this 
city. Never at any previous time in the history 
of Australia have such great crowds been drawn 
to hear a speaker on religion. Thousands of people 
have made decisions for Christ or re-affirmed their 
allegiance to Him. Religion has been talked about 
in the streets more freely than probably at any 
other time this century. 


Those who have watched the Crusade meetings 
at close hand feel that something more has been 
happening than could be explained by the preaching 
of this great evangelist. They have been made 
conscious that the prayers of millions of people 
in this country and overseas have been poured out 
for the mission, and that there has been an answer- 
ing of the Holy Spirit. Nothing else could explain 
what has been going on night after night since 
February 15. People not normally given to emotion 
have been stirred to their depths by a touch from 
outside. Said one young man who made his de- 
cision in the early days of the Crusade, “I came 
face to face with God as I walked down the aisle.” 


In different ways other people have come face 
to face with God also. There has been a new 
graciousness about some lives. Men and women 
who were already serving the Church have found 
the inspiration for a new quality of service. There 
are many people in Victoria for whom life will 
not be just the same again. 


There are still critics of Dr. Graham. Some 
will not be reconciled to his methods of evan- 
gelism. Some have been prepared to attack him 
without even attending his meetings. But no one 
can deny that he has confronted thousands of 
people never touched by the churches with the 
most vital decision of their lives. Their response 
does not lie within the power of Billy Graham. 


It is true that many of those who have attended 
his meetings have already been church members. 
But who would be prepared to say that member- 
ship of a church excludes one from the need to 
hear again the claim of Christ to his life. Some 
of those going forward may be very young; some 
may be emotionally unstable. But to criticise the 
quality of the converts could be coming pretty 
close to criticism of the working of the Holy 
Spirit. It has not always followed conventional 
lines. The first converts at Pentecost looked like 
drunk men to some mockers. 


No one can say at this stage what will be the 
final results of the Crusade. Beyond question 
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some of those who made decisions will not hold 
to them. It was the teaching of the Head of the 
Church that some seed falls in the stony places 
where it fails to take root. There will be many 
disappointments, some questionings. But one thing 
is clear. This is a challenge to the Church. 


How will it receive those who have been re- 
ferred to it from the Crusade meetings? Some 
will come with a white heat of newly found 
enthusiasm, some doubtfully and some with a 
background of suspicion and hostility to organized 
religion. If these people cannot all be taken into 
the fellowship of believers and nurtured in their 
Christian life the chance that they will hold to 
their decisions will be weighted against them. 
And, if they are received, what will be the quality 
of the Christian life they will find there? Already 
there are some disquieting stories about the reaction 
of people within the Church to the announcement 
that converts’ decision cards need to be followed up. 


Finally, the Crusade has confronted the Church 
itself in a very direct way with the question of 
evangelism. During the past week or two, groups 
of ministers in various parts of the city have been 
hearing members of Dr. Graham’s team explain 
their beliefs on evangelism. One point they have 
made is this: ““We don’t have a mission because 
it will do this or that, but because we are sent. 
We evangelize, not because it is successful or un- 
successfaul, but because it needs to be done. We 
are working under the Great Evangelist.” If the 
Graham Crusade achieved nothing else but a gen- 
eral acceptance among Christian people of this 
principle that evangelism is their continuing and 
inescapable function, it would be a monumental 
success.” 





The Billy Graham Crusade 
Stirs Melbourne 


@ Under the bright lights the thousands of faces 
looked serious and intent as they were turned 
towards the figure on the floodlit platform. 


© Behind him sat the choir, row on row. In front 
and to either side and up on the slopes above 
stretched the lines of crowded seats. 


© Then at a word from the speaker heads were 
bowed. Slowly at first, and then gathering in 
numbers, people rose from their places and moved 
down the aisles to the open space before the 
platform while the choir sang softly. 


That is the scene that has been repeated 
night after night in Melbourne as the Billy 
Graham Crusade has developed. By now 
some thousands of people have re-dedicated 
their lives to Christ or committed themselves 
to Him for the first time. 


Ministers of churches throughout the city and 
many in the country have received cards from the 
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Crusade organization giving the names of these 
people, so that they can be followed up and 
brought into the fellowship of the churches of their 
own denominations. Many of them are already 
known as members of congregations; many others 
have been outside the ordinary life of the Church. 


There is nothing emotional about Dr. Graham’s 
methods. There is no “build-up” before he begins, 
no emphasis on his present appeal. His addresses 
have been on well-known Biblical themes, such as 
the Ten Commandments, and their application to 
the lives of all men and women. 


Long before the starting time of 7:30 each 
night the crowds begin to file in; by 6:30 thou- 
sands of people are already there. The choir under 
its conductor (the Rev. Cliff Barrows, an American 
Baptist minister) runs through some of its hymns. 
The ushers are busy directing the lines of entering 
people, filling every vacant place, shepherding fresh 
arrivals to new sections. 


The meeting opens with prayer, Bible reading 
and hymn singing. Quietly—so unobtrusively that 
he is on the platform before many people are aware 
of it—Billy Graham enters. As the service pro- 
ceeds he sits with a group of ministers, his head 
periodically bowed in prayer. 


When he finally comes to the microphone, Bible 
in hand, he launches straight into his address. 


“Tonight can be the most important night you 
ever spent,” he will say. 


“You need a change in your life. Something 
has got to happen in your life. It can happen 
tonight before you leave this stadium.” 


Challenging 


His remarks are punctuated with frequent refer- 
ences to the Bible in which chapter and verse are 
quoted. His gestures are forceful, sometimes dra- 
matic, his voice resonant and challenging. Some- 
times he holds his Bible; at other times he lays 
it down and walks from side to side of the plat- 
form, turning from one section of his great audience 
to the other. 


“There is a need today in our churches to love 
one another. . A person not saturated with 
love cannot possibly be a Christian.” 


“We have a dreaded disease in the Church 
today. It is called Antinomianism. That means 
you can be a Christian and live any kind of life 
you want. You can hate, you can be filled with 
selfishness and pride, you can live a worldly life 
and still go to heaven. I am not preaching the 
doctrine of justification by works, but James said, 
‘If you have faith your works will show it.’” 


“Whatever hell means, it certainly means sepa- 
ration from the eternal God.” 


“There are hundreds of people in this audience 
tonight who are trying to serve God and yet trying 
to serve themselves, too.” 
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“How would you like your morning newspaper 
to put your secret life on its front page? Yet it is 
on God’s front page.” 


“The most dangerous sin is to hear the Gospel 
as you are being warned tonight and to feel the 
prick of your conscience and do nothing about 
it... . You have been gi.en the Gospel, you have 
been given the opportunity. God is going to require 
that of you some day.” 


“You may ask how can conversion come from 
listening to a sermon and coming forward to com- 
mit your life to Christ. I don’t know. But I know 
it happens.” 


“The devil is a liar when he tells you there is 
plenty of time to put off giving your life to 
Christ. . . . Satan is a liar when he tells you 
there are many roads to heaven. There is only 
one road, and that is through the Cross.” 


“The devil is a liar when he tells you that you 
cannot know whether you are going to heaven or 
not. I know I am going to heaven; I am absolutely 
convinced Ps 


“Before you leave here tonight you can know 
it. You can be sure. Every sin you have com- 
mitted will be wiped out. He will make you a 
new person.” 


‘1 am asking you tonight to commit your life 
to Christ. You may be a member of the Church, 
but you need to commit your life to Christ. You 
may not be a member of the Church; you need 
to commit your life to Christ and get into the fel- 
lowship of the Church.” 


“I believe there are hundreds of people in this 
audience tonight who need Christ. You need His 
forgiveness. . . . You need Him to make you the 
woman, or the man, or the boy, or the girl, you 
ought to be.” 


Moderator Impressed 


The Moderator (the Rt. Rev. Norman Faichney) 
after attending several Graham meetings has made 
this appreciation of the Crusade: 


Although it is too early in the Crusade to predict 
with any accuracy final results, the present response 
would seem to indicate that a powerful impact will 
be made on the life of the City of Melbourne. 


The conduct of the meetings, which I have been 
privileged to attend, has been on a high level. I 
doubt if even the most arbitrary critic could find 
fault with the presentation of the message and the 
manner of conducting the appeal for decisions. As 
far as 1 could judge there was no mass hysteria or 
rank emotionalism. 


Of the quality of the central figure of the 
Crusade, Billy Graham, there is no doubt. Not 
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only does his vivid personality commend him, his 
quiet sincerity, his real humility and his dependence 
on the Holy Spirit speak of the manner in which 
he has placed himself in the hands of God. 


One is aware that there are many wider social 
and world questions for which Christians, and in- 
deed non-Christians are seeking an answer. In- 
deed, one of the criticisms leveled at Dr. Graham 
is that he does not answer such questions and 
hence the presentation of the Gospel through him 
lacks conviction. 


But, Dr. Graham does not essay to answer such 
questions, nor even pretend to. He is speaking to 
the individual soul of the need of the soul for Christ. 


His presentation of the Gospel is forthright and 
dramatic. One is impressed with his manner of 





‘levating Jesus Christ, but one is not surprised, 
for Billy Graham says himself in the words of 
Scripture: “If Christ be lifted up, He will draw 
all men unto Him... .” 


Of the lasting effects of the Crusade, at this 
stage no predictions could rightly be made. Those 
who have been brought to Christ and directed by 
the counsellors to the churches of their respective 
choice, will only feel at home if there they find 
the same reality of faith and sincerity in its prac- 
tice as they have evidently found in the Crusade. 


I commend the Crusade to the Fathers and 
Brethren of the Church and the public of Mel- 
bourne. Only good can result from this Crusade 
in the life of our people, for, I am quite sure that 
the blessing of God is over the coming of these 
consecrated souls into our midst. 


The Ninety-Ninth General Assembly 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


(CONTINUED) 
By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 


Ad Interim Committees 


Dr. Andrew R. Bird, chairman of the Ad In- 
terim Committee to Study the Biblical Teach- 
ing and Proper Use of the Lord’s Day, ex- 
plained that this year’s report was supplemental 
to the report adopted by the 98th Assembly. He 
pointed out the strong emphasis the Scriptures 
place upon a particular day for cessation of 
work in special creative spiritual experience. He 
said we are discovering today a surprising 
amount of opposition and attack against this 
observance of Sunday by Christian groups which 
one might have supposed to have been the 
staunchest supporters of God’s Holy Day. 


This committee outlined the positive guiding 
principles that give a strong Scriptural basis for 
the Christian’s observing the First Day of the 
week as God’s Holy Day. This was necessary 
since we are witnessing strong attacks on this 
teaching by the Seventh Day Adventists. The 
problem of Sabbath observance, he averred, 
would be easier to solve if all churches would 
unite in observance of a single day in keeping 
with the teaching of the New Testament to the 
glory of God and the larger service of us all. 


Civil legislation to protect Sunday as a day 
of rest for the majority of American people, he 
insisted, is not sectarian legislation. Neither 
does it involve an infraction of the Constitu- 
tional separation of church and state. 


In answer to the question of why do the 
Christians observe the Sabbath on the first day 
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of the week, the report stated that this change 
had been made according to the New Testa- 
ment in Apostolic times and therefore with 
Apostolic sanction. The custom of assembling 
on the first day of the week is established in 
Acts 20:7, I Corinthians 16:1 and Revelation 
16:1 and Revelation 1:10. In sub-apostolic 
times observance of the Lord’s Day on Sunday 
gained general acceptance in the Church and 
has been accepted ever since by the virtual un- 
animity of Christians. The fact that Sunday 
was the day of Christ’s resurrection makes it a 
fitting day on which to worship Him. 


The report concluded with this statement: 
“It befits us that there be a day of assembly for 
praising God for His grace, for the preaching 
and teaching of His Word, for meditation and 
also for physical refreshment. This must be a 
day commonly agreed on in the Church — lest 
in the end there be no day. It must be a day 
in which the Christian theology of the Sabbath 
is safe-guarded.” 


Ad Interim Committee on Salary Scales 

The Ad Interim Committee to Study the Sal- 
ary Scale of Assembly’s Boards and Agencies 
was charged with the responsibility of deter- 
mining if the General Assembly through its 
boards and agencies is providing adequate sal- 
aries and wages for its employees. This investi- 
gation was made in light of the fact that since 
1939 the value of the dollar has been reduced 
below 50c and is still going down. The As- 
sembly voted to institute thorough-going job 
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evaluation and base salary scales on these find- 
ings. 


Ad Interim Committee on Montreat 


The General Assembly of 1957 appointed an 
Ad Interim Committee to clarify the matter of 
responsibility and authority at Montreat. A pro- 
gress report was made to the 1958 Assembly. 
The Committee this year recommended its ap- 
proval of the action of the Trustees of the 
Mountain Retreat Association in giving the 
Board of Women’s Work a deed to the Wins- 
borough property and granting the Board per- 
mission to build on that site. They further re- 
quested the Trustees to amend its program so 
as to assure the boards and agencies that they 
shall have complete control over their confer- 
ences held at Montreat. 


The report submitted by Rev. Massey Mott 
Heltzel, chairman of the committee, was amend- 
ed so as to reject the committee’s proposal to set 
up a special educational committee to study the 
proper operation of Montreat College. By a 
vote of 203 to 194, the Assembly voted to affirm 
its confidence in the ability of the Board of 
Trustees of Montreat College to determine the 
type of college which should be operated there. 
The motion that led to this action was made 
by Philip F. Howerton. 


“United” or “Federated” Churches 


Dr. Olof Anderson, Jr., chairman of the Ad 
Interim Committee on “United” or “Federated” 
Churches, read his committee’s report and it 
was sent down to the presbyteries for appropriate 
action. 


Revision of Form of Government 


Dr. Vernon S. Broyles, chairman of the Ad 
Interim Committee on Revision of Form of Gov- 
ernment, reported that 95% of the presbyteries 
had approved the proposed changes. This study 
was committed to the committee for re-study in 
the light of recent suggestions made for improve- 
ment. The committee is open to further sugges- 
tions until December Ist. It will present its 
recommendations to the 1960 General Assem- 
bly for action. 


Centennial Committee 


Dr. Wallace M. Alston, chairman of the Cen- 
tennial Committee to make plans for a proper 
observance of our Communion’s centennial in 
1961, set forth the goals to be achieved, the 
sequence of events to be followed, and how the 
observance could be profitably carried out in 
presbyteries, synods and local churches with 
centennial emphasis on evangelism. The As- 
sembly approved the recommendation concern- 
ing the preparation for the centennial emphasis 
on evangelism and requested each synod to con- 
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duct pre-synod Conferences on Evangelism as 
part of the 1960 synod meeting, using the theme, 
“The Message and Mission of the Church”. 


Saturday P.M. 


The Assembly recessed at 12:30 p. m. Satur- 
day and the commissioners were divided into 
groups and went in relays to visit the Presby- 
terian Center, the Radio and Television Center, 
and Columbia Theological Seminary. Supper 
was served at Agnes Scott College and the Satur- 
day evening session was held in the Agnes Scott 
Chapel. At that time Mr. Warner Sallman re- 
produced his famous painting of the “Head of 
Christ”. 


Dr. Wade H. Boggs and Dr. James Patton 
related to the Assembly the outstanding contri- 
butions made by Dr. E. C. Scott to our church 
during the past thirty-three years. Immediately 
following this service, the Assembly attended a 
reception in Rebecca Scott Hall honoring Dr. 
and Mrs. Scott. 


Sunday 


The Assembly began in a spirit of worship 
with a communion service at 8:30. At the 11:00 
hour the speaker was Dr. Lee Stoffel, pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, North 
Carolina. Dr. Stoffel spoke on the text, “And 
the bush was not consumed.” ‘This verse of 
Moses, said Dr. Stoffel, was significant because 
the burning bush makes a timeless claim to a 
compelling mission, and it is the God of the 
burning bush who finally moves the Christian 
to dedicate all of life in sacrifical service, if life 
is to have meaning. 


) 


The Assembly convened at 3:30 in the after- 
noon to hear fraternal delegates. Dr. Walter R. 
Courtnay of Nashville, Tennessee, presented the 
speakers. The delegates included Dr. A. M. 
Rogers of Chester, South Carolina, Stated Clerk 
of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, 
Dr. Raymond V. Kearns of Columbus Ohio, of 
the United Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., Dr. 
Benjamin Alvarez, Zitacularo, Mexico, for the 
Presbyterian Church of his country, Mr. Tim 
Tze Wu, student at Columbia Seminary from 
the Presbyterian Church of Taiwan, Mr. Joseph 
Overand for the Lord’s Day Alliance, Mr. E. A. 
Andrews of Richmond, speaking for the World 
Council of Churches, and Dr. R. H. Edwin Es- 
pey, general secretary of the National Council of 
Churches, New York. In introducing Dr. Es- 
pey, Dr. Courtnay described the Council as the 
most admired and most lied about institution 
in America. This remark did not sit well with 
some of the commissioners. 


A message of unusual power was brought to 
the commissioners by Rev. Benjamin Alvarez 
at the evening service. The Stated Clerk of 
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the Mexico Presbyterian Church told the As- 
sembly that he was experiencing the greatest 
privilege ever given a Mexican minister because 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., and its mis- 
sionaries. He told the Assembly of the conver- 
sion of his father through the reading of the 
Bible and seeking out ‘“‘a man of God, Dr. James 
O. Shelby”, a Presbyterian missionary. He con- 
tinued, “I thank you for sending this man to us 
and for sending the others who have meant so 
much in my life. My father died a Christian, 
my mother and two brothers are Christians. I 
stand before you a Christian because you have 
been truly Christian — because you have loved 
the Lord, sent down your missionaries, your 
money, and your love to us.” 


COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Annuities and Relief 


The Standing Committee on Annuities and 
Relief informed the Assembly of the liberaliza- 
tion of the service-to-the-church relation. It al- 
so noted the greatly increased medical benefits 
since the new Major Medical Plan was adopted 
in July of 1957. It was reported that 3,294 are 
now enrolled in the Life Insurance feature and 
2,805 of these are included in the Major Medi- 
cal hospital and surgeon’s fee coverage. 


The General Assembly voted that we extend 
Major Medical coverage to our retired personnel, 
ministers, ministers’ wives, widows, and quali- 
fied lay personnel. The policy is as follows: 
$2,500.00 with $100.00 deductible and a 75%- 
25%, participation. The $2,500.00 is on a life- 
time basis, but it can be restored when used up 
by passing a physical examination. One does 
not have to be hospitalized to receive the bene- 
fits of this policy. 


Bills and Overtures 


The overture from the Brazos Presbytery, re- 
questing the Assembly to appoint a committee 
to prepare a complete statement of the Re- 
formed Faith to become the standard of our 
church, was answered in the negative. 

The overture from the Presbytery of St. Louis, 
requesting the Assembly to appoint a committee 
to prepare a full contemporary statement of the 
Reformed Faith, was answered in the negative. 

The overture from the Presbytery of Meridian, 
requesting a reaffirmation of the church’s ad- 
herence to its doctrinal standards, was answered 
by stating that no reaffirmation is necessary 
since the Confession of Faith and the Catechisms 
have been throughout her history and are now 
the approved standards of our church. 

The overture from the Presbytery of Charles- 
ton, asking the Assembly to appoint a com- 
mittee to clarify and recommend (if necessary) 


a revision of paragraphs 3, 4, and 7 of Chapter 


III of the Confession of Faith was adopted. 
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The overture from the Synods of Tennessee 
and Appalachia regarding the defining of boun- 
daries, was answered in the affirmative. 


The communication from the Suwannee Pres- 
bytery, requesting the Assembly to give an in 
thest deliverance on the following question: 
“Does a presbytery have the right to control its 
members to the extent that it can forbid a mem- 
ber from attending a seminary not approved 
by that presbytery?”, was answered by saying 
that a presbytery does not have the right so to 
restrict one of its members. 


Christian Relations 


The Assembly adopted the recommendation 
of the Standing Committee on Christian Rela- 
tions relative to the overture of the Presbytery 
of Concord having to do with the position of 
our church regarding certain principles and prac- 
tices of the Roman Catholic Church. The As- 
sembly reaffirmed its historic position on the 
separation of church and state. It also took a 
stand in regard to marriage between Presby- 
terians and Roman Catholics. 

The Assembly counseled Presbyterians to re- 
frain from marriage with Roman Catholics as 
long as the demands and rulings of that church 
remain unchanged. The action affirmed, “The 
Roman Catholic attitude with reference to 
mixed marriages makes it impossible for a whole- 
some family religious life to exist and continual- 
ly requires the Protestant to surrender or com- 
promise his personal convictions. What is even 
more serious involves the signing away of the 
spiritual birthright of unborn children by deny- 
ing them the possibility of any religious training 
in the home other than that prescribed by the 
Roman Catholic Church. It is far better that 
the parties concerned not marry than that these 
tragic results should follow.” 


The permanent committee on Christian Rela- 
tions was asked to make a special study of the 
question of the Christian’s attitude toward par- 
ticipation in modern war and the church’s role 
in helping to prevent war in this nuclear age. 
This committee was furthermore charged with 
the responsibility of studying the Christian at- 
titude toward capital punishment. 


Christian Education 


The Board of Christian Education presented 
a number of salient facts to the Assembly. The 
income for 1958 totaled $924,494.00. The Board 
expressed appreciation for the Assembly’s splen- 
did support and increased gifts received during 
the past year. The Assembly was asked to take 
note that the date for the Seventh Quadrennial 
Youth Conference on the World Mission of the 
Church has been set for December 27-31, 1960. 


Following the Standing Committee reports, 
Dr. Marshall C. Dendy, executive secretary, 
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spoke to the Assembly. He outlined plans for 
the implementation of the improved curriculum 
in the Sunday School and pointed out progress 
being made in the preparation of the Layman’s 
Bible Commentary. 


Inter-Church Relations 


Dr. William L. Pressley, president of West- 
minister Schools in Atlanta, served as chairman 
of the Inter-Church Relations Committee. He 
presented the majority report and Ruling Elder 
Edwin White of Lexington, Mississippi, pre- 
sented the minority report signed by thirteen 
members of this committee. 

The majority report answered in the affirma- 
tive the overture from the Presbytery of Abing- 
don to register its disapproval to the National 
Council of Churches concerning the action taken 
by the World Order Study Conference. This 
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was as far as the majority report was willing to 
go in relation to the National Council. 


For the benefit of our readers, we now submit 
the strong minority report that was defeated by 
Assembly: 


Minority Report — Interchurch 
Relations Committee 


During the past year, twelve presbyteries over- 
tured the General Assembly protesting the ac- 
tivities and pronouncements of the National 
Council of Churches or requesting that our 
Church withdraw from this organization. 


The Presbyterian Church in the U. S. has on 
numerous occasions in the past protested to the 
National Council and its predecessor, the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches, against the deliver- 
ances of the said Council in political and eco- 
nomic fields, which violate the spiritual nature 
of the Church, are contrary to the historic posi- 
tion of the separation of Church and state, and 
presume to declare an official position on secular 
and highly controversial issues on which there is 
a marked difference of opinion and on which 
Christians of piety and devotion can and do dif- 
fer. These protests have gone unheeded and 
are, in fact, growing in number. 


It is an undeniable fact that our membership 
in the National Council of Churches has made 
it possible for the leadership of the Council to 
commit the Southern Presbyterian Church to 
many activities and objectives and which do not 
truly represent the views and convictions of 
the overwh¢" "ng majority of our constituency. 

These leac._xs of the National Council have 
fought the defense programs of the United 
States through the vears, even when war and 
destruction were threatening; they have advo- 
cated wide open immigration and unrestricted 
interchange of travel and trade between America 
and Communist countries; they have greatly in- 
fluenced the advance of socialism and its ac- 
companying inflation; they have sought to curb 
and abolish the Committee on Un-American Ac- 
tivities; they have created class and racial strife 
and discord; they have opposed the free enter- 
prise system and advocated collectivism, and, 
therefore, have in many ways aided the cause 
of Communism. 


The Council maintains in Washington, D. C., 
an office which it characterizes as a “listening 
post” for the purpose of keeping the church in- 
formed regarding legislation which affects them. 
Actually, this office serves as a lobby to bring 
political pressure to bear upon members of 
Congress, congressional committees, and all gov- 
ernmental agencies, and even the President. By 
weight of numbers and by force of its powerful 
political machine, the Council seeks to influence 
legislation and governmental action favorable 
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to its programs, not only in city, state, and na- 
tional governments, but also in foreign nations 
and international organizations. Such is a very 
wide departure from the spiritual procedures 
recommended to the Church by the Apostle 
Paul, when he wrote: “The weapons of our war- 
fare are not carnal, but are mighty through 
God to the pulling down of strongholds.” (II 
Cor. 10:4). 


Regardless of the merits or demerits of these 
issues, the great question is whether such matters 
and such activities are the business of the Bibli- 
cal Church. History abundantly warns that, 
if the Church presumes to dictate to the State, 
soon the State will control the Church. 


In recent months. the National Council and 
some of its subdivisions sponsored and financed 
by the Council, have given publicity to and ad- 
vocacy of certain national and international poli- 
cies which could well be detrimental to the 
cause of Christ and to the well-being of our na- 
tion. The Fifth World Order Study Confer- 
ence held in Cleveland last year under the spon- 
sorship of the National Council made assertions 
that are typical of this organization, for example: 
“Christians should urge reconsideration by our 
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Government of its policy in regard to the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of China... , steps should be 
taken toward the inclusion of the People’s Re- 
public of China in the United Nations and for 
its recognition by our Government.” 


In thus recommending the recognition of 
Red China and the inclusion of another Com- 
munist power in the United Nations, the Na- 
tional Council sponsored World Order Study 
Conference has taken a step many Christians 
and churches have already repudiated. 


The report follows the regular Communist 
Party line and ignores such facts as these: 


1. The Communists in China have murdered 
millions of their countrymen, and have liq- 
uidated other millions in slave camps. 


2. The Communists have promulgated a false 
church loyal to the Communist ideology 
and in opposition to the true Church of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 


$3. Missionaries have been tortured, then de- 
ported and their belongings confiscated. 


4. The Communists in China have destroyed 
the family, the God-ordered basic institu- 
tion of society. 


The Communist leaders, both Chinese and 
Russian, continue to reiterate the stand of 
Lenin and Stalin that they will not be 
satisfied until Communism becomes a true 
world order dominating all nations. 


or 


That the National Council of Churches should 
advocate yet further appeasement to Commu- 
nism through saying “Christians should” work 
for the diplomatic recognition of Red China 
and her inclusion in the United Nations, must 
bring joy to Moscow and Peking and despair 
to Christians in the oppressed areas of the 
world. 


The General Board of the National Council 
of Churches has officially expressed its approval 
of the “right and duty of the Christian Church 
to speak out on controversial political, economic, 
and social issues,” including the statements of 
the World Order Study Conference which they 
sponsored. In linking recognition of Red China 
with this “right and duty of the Churches to 








, 


speak out,” we are given a foretaste of the radi- 
cal left-wing policies which are a part of their 
program for the future. 


In its publicity releases, the National Council 
always uses the formula, “representing 38,000,- 
(00 Protestants.” This statement is misleading 
and inaccurate, and should not be used except 
in cases where the Council is acting on the spe- 
cific authorization and approval of its consti- 
tuent Churches on specified matters. Our 
Church has never given the National Council 
permission to make authoritative statements in 
behalf of our 875,000 members on these contro- 
versial issues that are outside the spiritual mis- 
sion of the Church. 


In the light of these well-attested facts, we 
make the following recommendations to the 
General Assembly: 


1. That overtures numbers 26, 28, 29, and 30, 
pertaining to the meeting of the World Order 
Study Conference, sponsored by the National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the U. S. A., 
and held in Cleveland, Ohio, on November 21, 
1958, in which the representatives voted unani- 
mously in support of a resolution favoring our 
country’s recognition of the Communist regime 
in China and its admission to the United Na- 
tions be answered as follows: 


This General Assembly believes that the ac- 
tion taken by the World Order Study Confer- 
ence of the National Council of Churches ask- 
ing that our government recognize Communist 
China and admit it to the United Nations is 
at variance with the beliefs of our people and 
we therefore vigorously dissent and completely 
disassociate ourselves from this action and re- 
quest. 


2. That overtures numbers 31, 33, 34, and 38, 


requesting that our Church withdraw from the 
National Council of Churches be answered as 
follows: 


Inasmuch as the policies and objectives of 
the National Council of Churches have caused 
great unrest and division in the membership of 
our Church, and since the Council claims to 
represent and speak on behalf of the member- 
ship of the Church, we feel that it would not 
be out of accord with the representative prin- 
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ciple of Presbyterianism to give the constituency 
of the Church an opportunity to give expression 
as to whether we should continue to be affiliat- 
ed with the National Council of Churches. The 
General Assembly therefore requests that dur- 
ing the coming year each Presbytery express its 
desire as to continued membership in this or- 
ganization through a vote of the Presbytery. 
This expression of the Presbyteries will give the 
1960 General Assembly definite factual infor- 
mation upon which it may act in whatever man- 
ner deemed wise and for the best interest of 
the Church. 

Alfred K. Dudley 

Edwin White 

Thornwell P. Field 

Herbert E. Behrens 

Thos. J. Brackett 

T. Oldenburg 

Reagan Long 

O. M. Anderson 

Geo. Bird Talbot 

Robbie Coates 

P. H. Biddle 

C. H. McLean 

Dave M. Pennington 


The Rev. George Stulting, St. John’s Presby- 
tery, spoke in behalf of the minority report. He 
said, “There is a controversy in our church 
about which we can do something. It has to do 
with our membership in the National Council. 
We have a responsibility to our people. It is 
the better part of wisdom to give our people an 
opportunity to express themselves.” 


The Rev. Alex W. Hunter of New Orleans 
spoke against the minority report. He said, “If 
we send this matter down to the presbyteries, 
we shall have more controversy. Let us settle 
the report here tonight.” 


The Rev. C. Groshon Gunn of Ouachita 
Presbytery spoke against the minority report. 
He declared, “To send this matter down to the 
presbyteries would cause the people to ask 
questions who had never thought on the sub- 
ject before.” 


The Rev. R. B. Cotton Appomattox Presby- 
tery supported the minority report. He declared, 
“The minority report to my mind is fair and 
reasonable. I see no reason why we cannot give 
our people the opportunity to express their 
wishes on this subject.” 


The Rev. Robert Duhs of Meridian Presby- 
tery made a strong appeal on behalf of the mi- 
nority report. He said, “The minority report is 
democratic. I am amazed that one can reflect 
upon the people of Christ as ‘croakers’ as Dr. 
Gunn has done. We need the views of the peo- 
ple. This is the heart of our church. Don’t we 
trust our people? Are we afraid to go to them? 
The minority report is Presbyterian. Presby- 
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terianism believes in democratic practices. The 
refusal to allow the people to participate in ma- 
jor decisions is one reason why some churches 
are no longer giving to benevolences. The people 
feel that they have been left out. Let’s be prac- 
tical. Some churches will withhold their gifts 
if they are refused the opportunity to speak on 
the vital issues in our church.” 


The Rev. George D. Jackson of Winchester 
Presbytery spoke against the minority report, 
saying, “This is a decision to be made by the 
\ssembly and not by the presbyteries.” 


Dr. George Lang of Birmingham Presbytery 
spoke against the minority report. He said, “we 
do not live in a vacuum. The National Council 
is an instrument to tell the world about the 
love of Christ.” 


Dr. Roland Frye of the Atlanta Presbytery 
spoke against the minority report, saying, “I 
have been active in the layman’s work of the 
National Council. I can recognize nothing by 
generalizations in the charges brought against 
the National Council. Let us not leave the Na- 
tional Council of Churches.” 


The Rev. Stephen T. Harvin of Suwannee 
Presbytery spoke against the minority report. 
He insisted, “This matter was put in the hands 
of the presbyteries some years ago. It is not 
necessary to go back to the presbyteries again.” 

Ruling Elder D. Ned Startzel of Knoxville 
Presbytery supported the minority report. He 
explained to the Assembly, “I have traveled a 


great deal throughout the churches. It is my 
conviction that we should send this matter down 
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to the presbyteries for appropriate action. It 
is the Presbyterian way of life.” 


The Rev. William B. Hooker of Meridian 
Presbytery, favoring the report, said, “I have a 
conception of the people of Christ. It is a unique 
institution. Let us keep it that way. Our 
church is getting too far to the left. It is get- 
ting off the beam. I trust our people. Do you? 
Let the presbyteries vote on it. They are nearer 
the people and they are more representative of 
the church’s thinking.” 


The minority report was defeated by a vote 
of 116 to 341. 


Christianity and Health 


The report this vear from the Committee on 
Christianity and Health was primarily con- 
cerned with the encouragement of cooperation 
between clergy and physician. The report stated 
that such cooperation presupposes that the min- 
istry of health is a part of the church’s com- 
mission. The Assembly was told that there is 
an obvious need for mutual responsibility and 
understanding of each other’s methods of co- 
operation with the health process. This objective 
cannot be achieved as long as physician and 
clergy keep out of each other’s way. The best 
interests of the patient will be served only in 
proportion to the increased understanding and 
cooperation between pastors and doctors. 


Church Extension 


The Board of Church Extension received 
$1,187,376.00 during 1958, which exceeded the 
previous year by $67,376.00. The special offeri 
taken in November was approximately $350,- 
000.00, 20% of which came to the Board while 
80°%, was retained in the presbyteries. 


The Assembly expressed appreciation for the 
excellent leadership provided by members of 
the staff of the Board of Church Extension. May 
15-22, 1960, was designated as “Church Exten- 
sion Week” and each presbytery was requested 
to observe it as a week of prayer and supple- 
mental offerings for the extension work of our 
denomination. 


A proposed loan plan was presented to secure 
for new and weak congregations assistance in the 
borrowing of money. The Assembly was enthu- 
siastic over this proposal. The Moderator felt 
that it was one of the most helpful actions passed 
by this Assembly. 


Women’s Work 


In the report from the Board of Women’s 
Work, it was stated that in 1958 the women in 
the Church came to a better understanding of 
the nature and mission of the Church, not only 
in their study and program material, but also 


PAGE 14 








in their participation in the life of the Church. 
Increasingly the Church is realizing that the or- 
ganized women’s work is not apart from the 
Church but an integral part of the Church. 


Financially, the Board of Women’s Work con- 
tinues to fare as well as other members of the 
General Fund Agencies, having received 80% 
of its approved budget. 


A long-range study has been instituted on the 
initiative of the Board of Women’s Work of the 
organization of the Women of the Church at the 
local level. A committee composed of three 
members of the Board, three of the Women’s 
Advisory Council, three of the staff, and three 
women chosen at large was set up to make the 
study with a three-year time limit set. 


The Assembly paid tribute to the work of 
Mrs. Leighton McCutchen, executive secretary 
of the Board of Women’s Work, who died on 
April 6, 1959. 


The Minister and His Work 


The report of the Assembly’s Committee on 
the Minister and His Work stated that commis- 
sions and committees on the minister and his 
work are acutely aware of the problems con- 
fronting our Church and particular churches. 
These commissions are addressing themselves to 
Christian solutions. 


The Assembly adopted the recommendation 
referring to the proposed Synod Conferences 
of the minister and his work. 


Television. Radio and Audio-Visuals 


The report on Television, Radio and Audio- 
Visuals explained that today we have prodigious 
weapons heretofore unknown in the weapons 
of electronic mass communication, television, ra- 
dio and audio-visuals. In 1958 the new per- 
manent committee on television, radio and au- 
dio-visuals was set up with a greatly expended 
budget for its operation. The Assembly adopted 
the Standing Committee’s recommendation to 
encourage the wider use of really great religious 
art in the life and teachings of the Church. 


Presbyterian Survey 


The report of the Standing Committee on the 
Presbyterian Survey was adopted. Attention of 
the Assembly was called to the phenomenal 
growth of the magazine now at 206,000 monthly. 
More than 2,000 churches of the denomination 
are enrolled in the Every-Family-Plan. 


World Missions 


The 99th annual report to the Board of 
World Missions contained a number of interest- 
ing facts. The report began by reaffirming cer- 
tain basic essentials to the missionary enter- 
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prise. The essential underlined was the church’s 
missionary faith. Ministers were asked to stress 
the Biblical and theological basis for World 
Missions, including mankind’s lost condition 
apart from Jesus Christ. Anything that serves 
to weaken our Christian convictions in regard 
to the sufficiency of Christ as the Redeemer of 
sinners or the destiny of fallen humanity, the 
report said, cuts at the very nerve of Christian 
missions. Presbyterians were warned that de- 
spite the clear Biblical testimony on the subject 
there are evidences here and there of a tacit uni- 
versalism which would question the urgency or 
even the need of our missionary efforts. The 
report continued, “So much emphasis has been 
placed upon the love of God to the exclusion 
of His attributes of righteousness and justice 
that many have placed their hope in a sort of 
divine indulgence instead of the costly and re- 
demptive work of Christ. Such a view makes the 
Cross of none effect and actually obscures the 
love of God in that He permitted the sacrifice 
of His Son without sufficient purpose.” 


Concerning personnel the Board informed 
the Assembly that the results of our recruiting 
in 1958 were somewhat disappointing despite 
the added emphasis given by the Board to this 
phase of this work. The number of new mis- 
sionaries commissioned and sent to the field was 
28. Unfortunately losses by death, retirement 
and other causes numbered 31 so that the year 
ended with a net decrease of 3 and our total mis- 
sionary force stood at 501 on December 31, 1958. 


As to support the Board stated that the con- 
tributions to World Missions from living donors 
during the year 1958 amounted to $3,754,773.00. 
In addition, income from investments, legacies 
and lapsed annuities amounted to $197,316. 
Total receipts for the year thus come to $3,952,- 
053, an increase of $375,878 over 1957. 


In a review of the fields served by our denomi- 
nation, it was pointed out that it is a critical 
time for our work in the Congo, but out of the 
travail of these revolutionary days may come a 
church with a competent and dynamic witness 
to the Christian gospel. The recent rioting in 
Leopoldville, capital of the Belgian Congo, it 
was said, may be ominous since the fires of na- 
tionalism already burning in other parts of the 
continent have begun to burst into flame at 
this point. 


The Presbyterian Church of Brazil will ob- 
serve the centennial in August of this year, cele- 
brating with fitting ceremonies the coming of 
the Presbyterian missionary, Ashbell Green Sim- 
onton, on August 12, 1859. In recognition of 
this significant event the Presbyterian World 
Alliance will hold its 18th General Council in 
Brazil. This great nation, always a challenge 
to missionary vision and effort, moves now into 
a place of even greater importance in the strategy 
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of the church for the winning of Latin America 
to Christ. 


The most important development in Taiwan 
during the past year was the arrival in September 
of 7 new missionaries. This gave great en- 
couragement to this field. Tent evangelism un- 
der the leadership of two of our missionaries re- 
ported splendid success. 


The Christian churches in Japan are preparing 
to celebrate the centennial in 1959 of the open- 
ing of Protestant missionary work in Japan. The 
work in this country is not growing rapidly in 
numbers but the Board felt that it was con- 
tinuing to grow in maturity. 


The generosity of the home church has made 
possible an expansion of our work in Korea 
during the past year. One item mentioned was 
the Mission Press in Chunju which is now en- 
gaged in the printing of its first full-sized book. 
It is a translation of Foster’s Story of the Brble. 
The press also continues to publish tracts and 
the regular magazine designed to help country 
churches. 


Despite the relative weakness of our Mexico 
Mission as measured by the size of its member- 
ship, it maintains a program of surprising scope 
and variety. The report affirmed, “Mexico des- 
perately needs more missionaries. This is an in- 
sistent call which we lay once more upon the 
hearts of the dedicated young men and women 
of our own church.” 


The Presbyterian Church in Portugal con- 
tinues to demonstrate a lively sense of respon- 
sibility and leadership in the evangelical com- 
munity in that land. The report stated, “Here 
is a remarkable work yielding great returns for 
the relatively small investment that our church 
has made.” 


The past year has been one of the best years 
in the history of the Ecuador Mission. The 
Board announced that the Rev. and Mrs. Milen 
Darnell, now completing their language study 
in Costa Rica, will arrive on the field in Ecua- 
dor within a few months to represent our church. 


Evangelistic opportunities have almost alto- 
gether ceased for the present in Iraq. On July 
14, 1958, in a lightning coup, the monarchy 
was overthrown and a republic established. This 
is but one of the many recent events expressive 
of the volatile and revolutionary nature of the 
Middle East today and noticed particularly in 
Iraq. 

The Department of Overseas Relief and Inter- 
Church Aid reported that the total gifts for the 
vear 1958 totaled $3,549,742. 


The Assembly designated February | - 29, 
1960, as the World Mission Season to be observed 
in all our churches. The churches were en- 
couraged to engage in a study of Africa for 
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1959-1960. The week of Prayer and Self-Denial 
for World Missions is to be observed by every 
church in the Assembly February 21 - 28, 1960. 


The General Council 


The Assembly voted approval of a new rec- 
ord high budget. The budget for 1960 ben- 
evolences total $9,186,000. This is $125,000 
more than the budget for 1959. The Standing 
Committee expressed the hope that this small 
increase would enable giving to catch up with 
the budget. 


The approving of the report on the General 
Council also included approval of the program 
for the church in 1960 and the apportionment 
of the Assembly’s budget to the Synods. It ap- 
proved the church-wide campaign for capital 
funds for the Assembly Boards and Agencies 
in 1963. 


The following recommendations were adopted. 


1. That the stewardship emphasis season be- 
gin October 1, 1960 and continue through No- 
vember 20, 1960 and that November 13 be desig- 
nated as Dedication Sunday” for the Every Mem- 
ber Canvass and that the theme of the Canvass 
be “Acknowledge God’s Priority” 


2. That stewardship be recognized not merely 


as a means of raising money to support the 
church but as a way of life in which one realizes 
that all he possesses has been given to him by 
God and to be used in His service and in which 
one realizes that the tithe is the minimum Bibli- 
cal standard of giving for the Christian who 
would adequately express his gratitude to God 
for all His mercies to him. 


Judicial Business 


The standing committee on Judicial Business 
reported, “This committee finds no grounds to 
substantiate the grievances expressed in a com- 
munication from the Rev. Thomas B. 
Hoover, Jr.” 


The request for an in thest deliverance from 
the Session of the Riverside Church was denied. 


The complaint of Kissling, et al, vs. the Synod 
of Florida was referred to a special judicial 
commission. Rev. John T. McCrea was the Re- 
spondent’s representative and argued the case 
for the Synod of Florida. The commission re- 
ported that the specifications of the complaint 
against the Synod of Florida were: 


1. The proceedings of Synod’s Commission 
were highly irregular. 
There is evidence of prejudice in the judg- 
ment rendered. 


The court’s judgment is clearly at variance 
with the evidence, the Book of Church Or- 
der, and rulings of General Assembly: 
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(1) —The judgment of Synod is not sup- 
ported by the evidence at the trial 
or the record before Presbytery and 
before Synod. 


(2) —Said judgment is contrary to the over- 
whelming weight of the evidence in- 
troduced at the trial incorporated in 
said records. 


(3) —In and by said judgment Synod has 
usurped the province of the “triers of 
the facts”, to wit, of the Session. 


(4) —The premises on which the judgment 
based are clearly at variance with the 
Book of Church Order, and the rul- 
ings of the General Assembly. 


Opportunity was given, according to the re- 
quirements of the Book of Church Order, Rules 
of Discipline, paragraph 285, for the members 
of the commission to give free expression of 
their opinions. 


The question was put on each of the specifica- 
tions with the following results: 


On specification No. 1, vote to sustain, 1; vote 
not to sustain, 22. 


On specification No. 2, vote to sustain, O; 
vote not to sustain, 23. 


On specification No. 3, in its entirety, vote 
to sustain, 16; vote not to sustain, 7. 


By request, Thad Page and R. G. Laston, Jr. 
had their votes “not to sustain” recorded, on 
specification No. 3. 

The Standing Committee on Judicial Business 
reported that 82 presbyteries voted on the pro- 
posal to revise the Confession of Faith and Book 
of Church Order involving Divorce and Remar- 
riage. These revisions were approved by affirma- 
tive majority, 69 - 13. Dr. Robert Strong of Au- 
gusta-Macon Presbytery offered a substitute mo- 
tion to refer this whole matter to an interim 
committee for further study. Dr. Lee Stoffel 
of Charlotte, North Carolina, Dr. Sam Wiley of 
Knoxville Presbytery, Dr. James A. Wharton of 
John Knox Presbytery and Dr. Sam Cartledge 
of Columbia Theological Seminary spoke against 
the substitute motion. The motion lost. Later 
in the day Dr. Strong submitted a protest con- 
cerning this action. The protest was recorded. 


The change approved will allow Presbyterian 
pastors to perform wedding services for divorced 
persons if after examination the pastor is con- 
vinced of repentance from earlier failure and 
the determination to make a successful new mar- 
riage on Christian foundations. 


Interpretation 


1. The Druid Hills Presbyterian Church en- 
tertained the 99th Assembly with warm _ hos- 
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pitality and remarkable efficiency. Dr. Thomas 
A. Fry and Dr. Wade H. Boggs had a splendid 
corps of assistants to enable them to serve most 
effectively as hosts to the Assembly. 


2. Mr. Bluford Hestir and his colleagues in 
the Publicity. department served the Assembly 
in an excellent manner in assisting t..c rep- 
resentatives of the press to expeditiously carry 
out their assignments. 


3. The new Moderator, Dr. Ernest Trice 
Thompson, presided with skill and exercised 
fairness in his attitude toward the commissioners. 
This was observed in his willingness to allow 
the Rev. Vance Barron to read before the As- 
sembly an item of new business after the Mon- 
day morning deadline. This same right was 
denied by the 1958 Moderator to Professor Mor- 
ton Smith of Belhaven College, who had an im- 
portant statement to make. 


1. The 1959 Assembly must be characterized 
as a liberal Assembly. The liberals had a sizable 
majority. The best the conservatives could do 
was to make a faithful witness to the full au- 
thority of Scripture and to the reliability of the 
Westminster Standards. 


Despite the obvious theological cleavage that 
existed in this Assembly, debate in most in- 
stances was carried on in a fine spirit and at 
a high level. The losers were good losers and 
displayed no bitterness. 


5. It is evident that there is in our church 
a growing disrespect for the Westminster Stan- 
dards. One wonders if ministers who volun- 
tarily assumed solemn vows concerning their ac- 
ceptance of these Standards have reported their 
change of belief to their presbyteries. It was 
noticeable that the main attack came from min- 
isters and the defense from elders. We would 
like to commend Ruling Elder George Peters of 
Knoxville Presbytery for his incisive and able 
defense. 


6. Our Communion has a great potential. 
With 3,570 ministers, 3,948 churches, 30,911 
ruling elders, 36,635 deacons, 873,071 members 
and a Sunday school enrollment of 729,911, 
we have a magnificent opportunity to make a 
tremendous impact for Christ upon America 
and other parts of the world. The extent to 
which this opportunity will be seized depends 
upon the measure of our dedication to Christ 
and loyalty to the Reformed Faith which we 
profess to believe. 


7. A final word to the conservatives of our 
church. This is no time for discouragement. 
It is the time to fight the good fight of faith 
with all our might. Our prime duty is to be 
faithful witnesses and bear a Biblical and Con- 
fessional testimony in our day. We can afford 
to leave the ultimate outcome in the hands of 
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the Christ Who has never deserted His faithful 
witnesses. 


Conservatives should remember that despite 
the fact the liberals have been able to pack re- 
cent Assemblies, the rank and file of our South- 
ern Presbyterian Church are basically conserva- 
tive and are beginning to bestir themselves so 
as to have the right to express their convictions 
on important church issues. When the people 
who build our churches, pay ministers their sal- 
aries and make possible the development of 
our church become sufficiently informed and 
aroused, then our church will once more be re- 
formed according to the Scripture and as inter- 
preted by the Westminster Standards. Those 
who have ears to hear can detect “a sound of 
a going in the tops of the mulberry trees”. 





Camp Westminster Announces 
Its Summer Program 


Camp Westminster is located in a heavily- 
wooded area of 114 acres 20 miles southeast of 
Atlanta, near Conyers, Georgia, and is dedicated 
to developing young people into mature, well- 
balanced Christian citizens. Organized by West- 
minster Church of Atlanta, the camp is owned 
and operated by Camp Westminster, Inc., and 
supervised by a Board of Governors through the 
camp director. 


The camp enters its fifth season this summer, 
with thanksgiving for the Lord’s great faithful- 
ness in the past, and in anticipation of His 
continued blessings. The 1959 schedule follows: 


Seniors (Senior High School: ages 15-18): 
June 24 - July 7. 


Juniors (Grammar School: ages 8-11): July 
9 - July 21. 

Pioneers (Junior High School: ages 12-14): 
July 23 - August 6. 


Bible Conference (Families and Adults: a 
week of study and inspiration under 
the leadership of outstanding preach- 
ers and teachers): August 23 - 30. 


Any boy or girl, regardless of church or de- 
nomination, whose application is approved by 
the camp’s Board of Governors, is eligible to at- 
tend the camp. While the camping groups are 
filling steadily, we encourage any young person 
interested in attending one of the sessions this 
summer (or anyone desiring to learn more of 
Westminster's program and purpose) to write 
to us. Address correspondence: Director, Camp 
Westminster; 493 Ponce de Leon Avenue, NE; 
Atlanta, Ga. 


We ask that you remember the camp in your 
prayers as the summer season approaches, that 
the Lord will truly “build the house” and “give 
the increase.” 
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LESSON FOR MAY 31 





By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


klyah, God’s Warrtor 


Background Scripture: I Kings 16:29-19:21 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 46 


As an introduction to this lesson on Elijah may 


quote a few sentences from Dr. Alexander 


Whyte. “The phophet Elijah towers up like a mountain in Gilead above all the other prophets. There 


is a solitary grandeur about Elijah that is all his own. 


There is a mystery and an unearthliness about 


Elijah that is all his own. There is a volcanic suddenness and a volcanic violence, indeed, about all 
Elijah’s descents upon us and his disappearances from us. We call him Elijah the Tishbite, but we 


are no wiser for that. We do not even know 
where Tishbe is. Elijah has neither father nor 
mother. As Elijah never died, so he was never 
born as we are born. Elijah came from God and 
he went to God. Elijah stood before God till 
God could dispense with and spare Elijah out 
of His presence no longer. Elijah’s very name 
will tell you all that, and more than all that, 
concerning both Elijah and his father and his 
mother, Elijah — my God is Jehovah .. . Eli- 
jah had a heavenly name, but he had, to begin 
with, but an earthly nature. Elijah was a man, 
to begin with, subject to like passions as we are. 
Elijah was a man, indeed, of passions all com- 
pact. We never see Elijah that he is not sub- 
ject to some passion or other. A passion of 
scorn contempt; a passion of anger and revenge; 
a passion of sadness and dejection and despair; 
a passion of preaching; a passion of prayer. Eli- 
jah was a great man. There was a great mass of 
manhood in Elijah. He was a Mount-Sinai of 
a man, with a heart like a thunderstorm... 
There is no man among us fit, for one moment, 
to stand like Elijah before God”. 


It is most fitting to select Psalm 46 as our 
Devotional Reading for this Psalm has meant 
much to all who have fought for God from 
the time it was written, probably in the days 
of Hezekiah, through the time of Luther when 
he would turn to it for encouragement, down 
to our day when we sing “Luther’s Hymn” as 
translated into English. God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble. There- 
fore will not we fear. The Lord of Hosts is 
with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 


I. The Wickedness of Ahab: I Kings 16: 
29-33 


Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, had started Israel 
on the downward road by making the two calves, 
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but with the coming of Ahab to the throne 
there is a change for the worse. Omri, his father, 
had done worse than all that were before him, 
but Ahab marries Jezebel, the daughter of Eth- 
baal king of the Zidonians, and went and served 
Baal and worshipped him. Jeroboam had pre- 
tended to worship Jehovah through the two 
calves, but Ahab and Jezebel introduced rank 
idolatry. He reared up an altar for Baal in the 
house of Baal, which he had built in Samaria. 


I. Elijah in Hiding: 17:1-24 


Elijah the Tishbite suddenly appears upon 
the scene and tells Ahab that there shall not 
be dew nor rain these years, but according to 
my word. God tells Elijah to hide himself by 
the brook Cherith. So he drank of the brook 
and the ravens brought him bread and flesh in 
the morning and bread and flesh in the evening 
and he drank of the brook. Then, when the 
brook dried up, God told him to go to Zarep- 
hath for He had commanded a widow there to 
sustain him. He found the woman and called 
to her to fetch him a little water to drink and 
as she was going to fetch it he asked for a morsel 
of bread. And she said, As the Lord thy God 
liveth, I have not a cake, but a handful of meal 
in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and be- 
hold I am gathering two sticks, that I may go 
in and dress it for me and my son, that we may 
eat it and die. Elijah told her to fear not, go 
and do as she had said, but make me thereof a 
little cake first and made her the promise which 
has become so well known: The barrel of meal 
shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil 
fail, until the day that the Lord sendeth rain 
upon the earth. So she did as Elijah said and 
they were fed. While he stayed in her home her 
son died and Elijah raised him to life again. 
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And the woman said, Now by this I know that 
thou art a man of God, and that the word of 
the Lord in thy mouth is truth. 


There are certain periods in which we find 
a great many miracles. They are times when 
there is need for God to show His power. This 
was to be a contest between Baal and Jehovah. 
It was very similar to the situation in Egypt 
when there was a contest between Jehovah and 
all the false gods of Eqypt and Pharaoh king of 
Egypt. This explains the many miracles during 
the time of Elijah and Elisha. Ahab and Jeze- 
bel had introduced Baal-worship and Jehovah 
enters the battle and uses these two prophets in 
a miraculous way. When there is need for 
miracles as in time of Moses, in time of Christ, 
and in this period when Ahab and Jezebel were 
determined to stamp out the true religion and 
substitute the worship of the god of the Zidon- 
ians, God supplies them. 


II. Elijah Shows Himself; the Contest on Mt. 
Carmel: 18:1-46 


The word of the Lord came to Elijah after 
many days to show himself to Ahab and He 
would send rain. There was a sore famine in 
Samaria and Ahab and the governor of his 
house, Obadiah, divided the land between them 
searching for grass for their horses and mules. 
Obadiah was still true to Jehovah and had hid- 
den one hundred prophets and fed them. Eli- 
jah met him and said, Go tell Ahab, Elijah is 
here. Obadiah was afraid and said, What, have 
I sinned that thou wouldest deliver thy servant 
into the hands of Ahab to slay me? Ahab had 
searched every land for Elijah and Obadiah 
was afraid the Spirit of God would snatch Eli- 
jah away again while he was gone. But Elijah 
assured him that he would remain, so Obadiah 
went to meet Ahab and told him: and Ahab 
went to meet Elijah. Notice what Ahab said, 
Art thou he that troublest Israel? Elijah an- 
swered, I am not the one who is troubling Israel 
but thou and thy father’s house. Wicked men al- 
ways try to place the blame on the wrong per- 
son. For instance, some people blamed prohibi- 
tion for the trouble we had with gangsters. When 
anyone tries to combat evil, wicked men brand 
them as “trouble-makers”. Let us place the 
blame where it belongs. 


Elijah arranges for a meeting of all Israel 
and the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal 
and four hundred of the groves on Mt. Carmel. 
The test is to be made. Each side was to take 
a bullock and lay it on wood and place no fire 
under it and then call upon their god to answer 
by fire. The prophets of Baal were given first 
place. They cried and cut themselves and no 
answer came. Then Elijah repaired the altar 
of the Lord that was broken down, put the wood 
and the bullock on the altar and caused it to be 
thoroughly soaked with water and prayed a very 
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simple prayer asking God to hear him. Then 
the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt 
sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones and the 
dust, and licked up the water that was in the 
trench. And when all the people saw it, they 
fell on their faces; and they said, The Lord, He 
is the God; the Lord, He is the God. They then 
took the prophets of Baal and slew them. Then 
Elijah said to Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink; 
for there is a sound of abundance of rain. Eli- 
jah and his servant went to the top of Carmel 
to watch for clouds and when he saw the cloud 
he ran before Ahab to the entrance to Jezreel. 


II. Elijah Flees From Jezebel: 19:1-21 


When Ahab told Jezebel what Elijah had 
done she sent a messenger telling him that she 
was going to take his life. And when he saw 
that, he arose, and went for his life. The very 
man who had faced all his enemies on Mt. Car- 
mel now runs away and prays that God may take 
away his life. There are many explanations of 
his seeming cowardice and plenty of excuses 
for his conduct, but the fact remains that he 
rari away in a state of depression and despair. 
He knew that Jezebel was the “power behind 
the throne” and that she meant what she said. 
Ahab was wicked, but weak: Jezebel was wicked 
and strong and determined. Then Elijah was 
worn out physically and every other way. He 
probably had not eaten for days and he had 
been in a nervous strain and had run before 
Ahab to Jezebel. Then, when he saw that he 
had seemingly failed because of Jezebel, it was all 
too much for him. 


God deals with Elijah very lovingly. He gives 
rest and sleep and food and then encourages 
him and sends him back to work again. He is 
to anoint Hazael to be king of Syria, Jehu to 
be king over Israel (and this Jehu takes full 
vengeance on the house of Ahab), and Elisha to 
be prophet in his room. All of us have found 
out in times of the “blues” that work will cure 
discouragement more quickly than anything 
else. He goes back, refreshed and strong to 
anoint these men. God also tells him that He 
has seven thousand who have not bowed to 
Baal. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MAY 31 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


A Parable Explained 


Scripture: Matthew 22:1-14 (Ask the young peo- 
ple to keep their Bibles open to this 
passage during the program.) 


Hymns: 
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
“Break Thou the Bread of Life” 
“Jesus Calls Us: O’er the Tumult” 
Program Leader’s Introduction: 


In our last two programs we have been study- 
ing the parables of Christ. This is the last pro- 
gram of the series, and in it we shall look at 
one of the parables in particular to learn what 
it meant at the time it was first spoken and to 
see how its truth can be applied to our lives 
today. 


In this passage from Matthew 22 God is rep- 
resented as a king who has prepared a marriage 
feast in honor of his son. We find here a de- 
scription of the spiritual privilege which God 
has provided for His people and the response 
which they make to His provision. 


First Speaker: 

The parable is a picture of JUDGMENT 
ON THE JEWS. They were God’s special peo- 
ple. They were the ones for whom the blessings 
of the feast were especially intended, but they 
proved themselves unworthy. They repeatedly 
rejected the gracious invitation which was ex- 
tended to them. They ignored the messages of 
the prophets and the preaching of the apostles. 
Not only did they reject the invitation but they 
mistreated God’s messengers. God punished 
them as He had said He would do. He withdrew 
His messengers from them, He burned their 
city with the torch of Caesar, and by the might 
of the Roman legions He scattered them 
throughout the earth. 


We are tempted to think that such punish- 
ment was good enough for them. Those who 
spurn the rich privileges which they spurned 
deserve no better fate, so we think. Let us be 
careful with our criticism. Do we not find our- 
selves in a similar situation? We have become 
the people of spiritual privilege. We have the 
heritage of truth. We enjoy freedom and ma- 
terial prosperity in unprecedented measure. We 
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are better blessed than the Jews of old in every 
way. Do not we spurn God’s message and ignore 
His messengers? Just about one sixth of Amer- 
ica’s people attend church with any regularity, 
and many who do attend do not heed the mes- 
sage which is preached. Too often the message 
itself is sadly diluted. Are we any less deserving 
of judgment than the Jews? Surely not. 


Second Speaker: 

This parable also paints a picture of GRACE 
FOR THE GENTILES. This is our blessed- 
ness. We who were aliens and strangers have 
been made sons of privilege and joint heirs 
with the only begotten Son. When the Jews 
spurned the invitation to blessedness, the King 
gave a new commission to His servants. He told 
them to go beyond the bounds of Judaism and 
extend the invitation to those who had no right 
to the feast. This undeserved favor is the grace 
of God. The invitation was extended universally. 
The church was not many years old before this 
new invitation was being met with heartening 
response. Pagans rejoiced to be received into the 
household cf God, and they in turn relayed the 
invitation io others. This part of the parable 
is still being fulfilled. 

The table is not yet fully furnished with 
guests, and there are many areas where the in- 
vitation has not been heard. There are more 
unbelievers on earth today than there were 
when Christ spoke these words more than nine- 
teen hundred years ago. The non-Christian pop- 
ulation of the world is increasing far faster than 
the Christian population. We are God’s ser- 
vants with a commission to extend His gracious 
invitation to all the world, but our zeal has 
waned and our ardor has cooled. We are not 
working as faithfully and as effectively as the 
apostles and their successors did. May God for- 
give our faithlessness and renew our dedication. 
Third Speaker: 

The parable shows us very clearly the RE- 
QUIREMENT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. We 
are not to think that just anyone can partake 
of God’s blessings on any terms. The parable 
tells of a man who was an imposter. To hu- 
man eyes he looked like all the others, but when 
the King appeared he saw immediately that this 
man was improperly clad. Some may think that 
this King was terribly unreasonable. They may 
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not understand that oriental custom required 
that the host provide the necessary robe. The 
man in the parable was improperly clad because 
he refused to accept the provision that was made 
for him to meet the requirements. He was given 
an opportunity to explain, but there was nothing 
he could say. The only thing that could be done 
was to expel the imposter. 


It is still required that those who come into 
God’s presence to partake of His blessings be 
clothed in righteousness. It is still true that our 
own righteousness is unacceptable. It is still 
true that God Himself provides the righteous- 
ness with which we may be adequately covered. 
Christ became sin for us and died in our place 
that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in Him. The only way we can come into the 
presence of God is to lay our sins on Jesus and 
acccept the free gift of His righteousness by 
faith. There are still those who insist on mak- 
ing their own terms and providing their own 
covering. All who reject God’s way and spurn 
Christ’s sacrifice will be disowned, rejected, and 
punished. “There is a way which seemeth right 
unto a man; but the end thereof are the ways 
of death.” Proverbs 14:12. 


Program Leader: 

The Lord summed up the whole parable by 
saying that many are called and few are chosen. 
Does this mean that only a very few can be 
saved? In comparison with the tremendous 
number of those invited, it means just that. All 
through the centuries there have been multi- 
tudes who have ignored God’s call. There have 
been others who openly repudiated the invita- 
tion. There have been still others who have 
sought to compromise the requirements. All of 
these have heard the call, but they have not 
responded in the proper way, and they are not 
among the chosen. The Bible still speaks of a 
great multitude which no man can number who 
have washed their robes and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb. The number of the 
saved is small only in relation to the number 
who have heard the invitation. 


Are we to think that God is helpless to do 
anything about those who ignore and repudi- 
ate His invitation? Surely not. We must remem- 
ber that God is a KING. He is not a ruler who 
receives His right from the people. God is not 
an elected official. He rules over us because it 
is His right to rule. 


In the fourteenth chapter of Luke we find a 
passage similar to this parable which says that 
those in the highways were “compelled” to come 
in. Does God compel people against their wills? 
Yes and no. Saul of Tarsus certainly did not 
have his heart set on becoming a servant of 
Jesus Christ, but when God dealt with him he 
became willing. God’s compulsion always results 
in willingness. There has never been a saved 
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person who was sorry or a lost person who sought 
to be saved by Christ and was denied. If God 
compels some to accept His invitation, why does 
He not compel all? Why does He call any? 
None deserve it. There is a mystery which we 
find it hard to explain. According to the Bible 
and according to experience, some choosing is 
most certainly done. God is just, loving, power- 
ful, and wise. Would you not rather have Him 
do the choosing than anyone you know includ- 
ing yourself? 


Closing Prayer. 
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VIRGINIA 


Montgomery Presbytery met in its 252nd Stated 
Meeting in the Raleigh Court Presbyterian Church 
of Roanoke, Virginia, on Tuesday, April 21, 1959, 
at 10:00 A. M. There were present 46 Ministers 
and 59 Ruling Elders. Rev. H. L. Willis was dis- 
missed to Wilmington Presbytery. A revision of the 
Manual of Presbytery was ordered. Rev. Glen A. 
Williams was nominated to be the Moderator of 
the next Stated Meeting of Presbytery (the 253rd) 
which is to be held in the Piedmont Presbyterian 
Church of Callaway, on Tuesday, July 28, 1959, at 


10:00 A. M. 
E. W. Smith 
Stated Clerk 





ARKANSAS 


Arkansas College has been admitted to member- 
ship in the North Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. In gaining full accreditation 
Arkansas College has received recognition for im- 
provements accomplished in recent years. 


Within the past twelve years six major buildings 
valued at more than $1,000,000 have been added 
to the campus. The Endowment Fund has been 
increased $300,000. Extensive improvements have 
also been made to the library, laboratories and 
campus landscaping. 


Important curriculum changes have strengthened 
the academic program and enabled the students to 
obtain greater benefits from their years at Ar- 
kansas College. 





GEORGIA 


Rome—In a called session of Cherokee Presby- 
tery on April 30, 1959 at Rome, Ga., the resigna- 
tion of the Rev. J. Clyde Plexico, Jr., was accepted 
with regret and he was dismissed to unite with 
Concord Presbytery, Synod of North Carolina, 
where he will serve the Waldensian Presbyterian 
Church, Valdese, N. C. 


The next Stated Meeting of Cherokee Presbytery 
will be held Tuesday, May 19, at the Euharlee 
Presbyterian Church at 10:00 A. M. A special or- 
der of the day will honor Dr. L. R. Scott with 
Dr. J. McDowell Richards, President of Columbia 
Seminary, as the featured speaker. 

Robert C. Pooley, Jr. 
Stated Clerk 


Passing of Rev. Robert Knox, D.D. 


Dr. Robert Knox died Sunday, March Ist, at the 
home of his sister-in-law, Mrs. R. M. Sias, in Gal- 
veston. Dr. Knox had been a missionary in Korea 
for 43 years. Funeral services were held in First 
Presbyterian Church, Galveston, conducted by Rev. 
George Scotchmer, D.D., the pastor, assisted by 
Rev. Wil R. Johnson, D.D., minister emeritus. In- 
terment was in Galveston Memorial Park. Sur- 
vivors include Mrs. Robert Knox, of Galveston; a 
daughter, Mrs. G. G. Passmore and two grand- 
children, Glen and Gail Passmore, of San Antonio. 
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Stillman College 


Dr. Paul Leslie Garber, professor of Bible at 
Agnes Scott College in Decatur, Georgia, will de- 
liver the baccalaureate sermon at Stillman College 
on May 31. Before becoming a member of the 
faculty at Agnes Scott, Dr. Garber was instructor 
in New Testament Greek at Louisville Seminary 
and was pastor of the Trinity Avenue Presbyterian 
Church in Durham, North Carolina. He is the 
author of numerous articles for professional jour- 
nals and is a recognized authority on Solomon’s 
temple. 


Forty-seven seniors are expected to receive de- 
grees at the 83rd annual commencement exercises 
on the afternoon of May 31. McDonald Hughes, 
principal of Druid High School in Tuscaloosa, will 
deliver the commencement address. A graduate 
of Alabama State College in Montgomery, Mr. 
Hughes received the H.A. degree from Fisk Uni- 
versity and a professional diploma from Teachers’ 
College at Columbia University. He is Research 
Secretary and State Coordinator of the State 
High School Principals Association. 


Stillman College granted degrees for the first 
time in 1951. This year’s graduates will bring 
the total number of senior college graduates to 
305. Stillman is a full member of the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 





MISSISSIPPI 


A commission of the Presbytery of Central Mis- 
sissippi met at the Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, Jackson, on Sunday, April 19, at 7:30 
P. M. to install the newly-elected pastor, Rev. 
Thomas K. Kay. 


The Rev. O. M. Anderson, D.D., Jackson, as the 
presiding commissioner, propounded the constitu- 
tional questions; The Rev. Dwyn Mounger, Execu- 
tive Secretary of Church Extension, Jackson, 
preached the sermon; The Rev. Hubert Stewart, 
pastor, First Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, 
Miss., charged the Pastor; Ruling Elder R. G. 
Kennington, First Presbyterian Church, Jackson, 
charged the congregation; and Ruling Elder Oliver 
M. Anderson, Jr., Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, Jackson, served on the commission. 

Rev. Kay was ordained as a minister in the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S. on July 25, 1956 at Wig- 
gins and New Augusta Presbyterian churches until 
he received the call from Westminster Church. 

Following the installation service there was a 
reception for the Kay family by the members of 
the church. Women of the Church had beautiful 
arrangements of spring flowers throughout the 
building and provided punch and cookies. 

The Kay family consists of Rev. and Mrs. (Jane) 
Kay, Thomas, Jr., age 18; Jane, age 16; and John, 
age 10. 
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Charles Ephraim McCoy 


Mr. Charles Ephraim McCoy, senior elder of 
Ruffner Memorial Presbyterian Church, Charleston, 
West Virginia, died January 17, 1959, after thirty- 
nine years of devoted service to this church and 
congregation. 


Born in Putnam County, West Virginia, February 
8, 1874, and educated at West Virginia University, 
Mr. McCoy established residence in Charleston in 
1911 with his wife, the former Miss Carolyn Alex- 
ander. 


For the ensuing eight years they were active 
members of the First Presbyterian Church. As a 
deacon Mr. McCoy became deeply i:.terested in 
the outpost mission on Greenbrier Street and 
shortly after the mission was organized as Ruffner 
Memorial Presbyterian Church their membership 
was transferred to the new church. On January 
4, 1920, Mr. McCoy became the third of the first 
three elders. 


A lifetime of active service followed, continuing 
for almost four decades, wherein he served in 
many capacities during the growth of the congre- 
gation. A civil engineer by profession, Mr. McCoy 
brought to his church the sound conservative judg- 
ment of an analytical mind thoroughly grounded 
in Christian faith and Presbyterian doctrine, so 
necessary for a growing church. 

The session of Ruffner Memorial Presbyterian 
Church desires to attest this memorial to a most 
consecrated servant of his Lord. 





TENNESSEE 


Bristol — The Pastor, Officers and *‘'embers 
of King Memorial Presbyterian Church are pro- 
foundly grateful to God for sending into our midst 
the Rev. Carl Wilson of Piney Flats, Tennessee 
for a week of Evangelistic Services. 


Rev. Wilson impressed us from the beginning 
with his genuine conversation and his complete 
dependence upon prayer and the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 


He constantly reminded us that in ourselves we 


could do nothing, but with God all things are pos- 
sible. 


We were made to feel that God was in our midst. 
His love was shed abroad to such an extent that 
we were all drawn closer to Him, and consequently 
closer to each other. 


Rev. Wilson was ably supported by Guy Tester, 
a dedicated young man who uses his musical talent 
solely for the glory of God. 


His ability as a song leader is unsurpassed and 
his singing of the old gospel hymns brought a 
blessing to each heart. 

At the close of the service eleven young people 
and adults were received into the membership of 
the church, for which we give God all the glory. 


VIRGINIA 


Richmond —(PN)— Miss Pat Hall of Little 
Rock, Ark., has been elected president of the stu- 
dent body of Assembly’s Training School, the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., school for lay workers here. 
Miss Hall, who will be a senior at the two-year 
school for graduate students will serve during 1959- 
60 school year. 





Elected to serve with Miss Hall, and installed 
with her in services April 17, were Miss Dolly 
Berry, Daytona Beach, Fla., vice-president; Miss 
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Martha Hodges, Louisville, Ky., secretary; and Mr. 
Church Autenrieth Bayonne, N. J., treasurer. Dr. 


Patrick H. Carmichael, Dean of ATS, installed 
these new officers. 


Elected committee chairmen for the student body 
were four others: Miss Jeanne Rhea, Old Hickory, 
Tenn., Spiritual Life Chairman; Miss Jane Hall, 
Richmond, Va., Outreach Chairman; Miss Vernie 
Jones, Little Rock, Ark., Social Life Chairman; 


and Miss Ruth Evelyn Topping, Spartanburg, S. C., 
Deputation Team Chairman. 





Psychologists and psychiatrists are discovering 
that humanity must be reconciled to God, according 
to a veteran North Carolina surgeon who addressed 


the Virginia Conference of Social Work in Roanoke 
today. 


“IT am convinced,” said Dr. L. Nelson Bell, “‘that 
a great basic discovery in the realm of psychiatry 
and psychology is now in the making and that this 
discovery has to do with the necessity of reconcilia- 
tion between the spirit of man and his God. 


Bell, father-in-law of evangelist Billy Graham 
and a noted lay leader of the Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S., practiced surgery for 40 years before 
his retirement in 1956. He is now executive editor 
of CHRISTIANITY TODAY, interdenominational 
Protestant journal published in Washington, where 


Bell flies every other week from his Montreat, N. C. 
home. 


The surgeon affirmed his confidence in certain 
current psychiatric methods. 


“At the same time,” he added, “there are thou- 
sands of people in America who are looking for 
help whose problem is primarily spiritual, not 
physical or mental.” 


Bell said these “need to be reconciled to God.” 

“In their hearts,” he asserted, “is a spiritual 
hunger which can never be satisfied by anything, 
or any person other than Jesus Christ.” 











Union Theological Seminary 


The Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville 

North Carolina 

Dear Sir: 


The library of Union Theological Seminary de- 
sires to make a collection of contemporary ser- 
mons. We want to preserve as many as possible 
that are being preached in our churches today. 


This letter is written to invite and urge min- 
isters to send to the library copies of sermons. We 
want sermons printed, mimeographed, typewritten, 
or otherwise. We will preserve good ones, bad 
ones, and indifferent ones. (Please, gentlemen, 
don’t be bashful!) 


It is especially hoped that churches which print 
sermons of their ministers will put the library on 
their mailing lists. 

Sincerely, 
Ben L. Rose 


Professor of Homiletics 
BLR:c 
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